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Times Higher Education China Subject Ratings: 

Times Higher Education is the data provider underpinning university excellence in every continent across the world. As 
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Summary of the Ratings methodology: 
 

The Times Higher Education Chinese Subject Ratings are the only performance tables that judge Chinese institutions on 
the Chinese 
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10 institutions for Research within China. The results of the 2022 and 2023 China Reputation Surveys were incorporated 
in ratings.    
 
Additionally, an annual survey was sent to a 

http://data.uis.unesco.org/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/hmrc-exchange-rates-for-2020-monthly
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/hmrc-exchange-rates-for-2020-monthly
http://data.worldbank.org/indicator/PA.NUS.PPP
https://www.imf.org/en/Publications/WEO/weo-database/2022/April
http://data.un.org/Data.aspx?d=WDI&f=Indicator_Code%3APA.NUS.PPP
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Subject Mappings 

 
In order to provide information for the Chinese Subjects Ratings we have mapped 3 subject categorisations to the China 
Ministry of Education subjects: 

¶ WUR Subjects – The 11 and 31 subjects used in the World University Ranking 

¶ Reputation Subjects – The 50 subject cate
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3) Criteria for exclusion, inclusion, and data processing 
 

 
Exclusion and inclusion criteria 
 
There are four key criteria for universities to be included in the CSR overall and for each individual subject: 
 
1. They must be included in the World University Rankings (WUR) 2023, 

 

AND 

 

2. They must have been eligible for the related individual WUR 2023 subject rankings, 

 

AND 

 

3. Outside of China, they must have selected the related detailed subject during the WUR 2023 submission. Within 

China there must be evidence they teach the relevant MoE subject (this data was gathered directly from university 

employees and/or their websites), 

 

AND 

 

4. They must have at least the minimum number of papers required between 2018-2022 for each specific subject. 

 

 
Universities meeting the four key inclusion criteria are included in the ratings for a given subject. 
 

 
 
Data adjustments 
 
Following the submission of institutional data for the WUR via our Data Collection Portal, the management reviews and 
approves the data submitted by all institutions for appropriateness and accuracy, based on prior year values and gaps 
within datasets as described below. 
 
On the occasions where an institution does not provide a data point which would result in the inability to generate 
a metric, the missing metric may be calculated by imputing the value as the higher of: 
 
¶ The average of the two lowest metric scores for an institution; or 
¶ The minimum score awarded across the whole population for that metric. 

 
 
Data processing pre-ratings 
 
Data provided by institutions for financial information is converted into USD using international  
PPP exchange rates (provided by the World Bank), for use in the Ratings calculation 
The datasets used in the ratings have been accurately mapped by university name and ID. Institution-level bibliometric 
(Scopus and/or SciVal) and reputation survey data obtained from Elsevier is mapped to THE institution data via THE’s 
institution ID. 
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4) Calculation, scoring and grading 
 

 
Calculation of metrics 
 
There are 11 indicators, combined into 5 categories, or “pillars”, which are weighted according to relative importance. 
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Weighting of Metrics 
 
The metric weightings for each subject are calculated based on the number of papers produced by universities in each 
subject, the number of reputation votes in both research and teaching 

/
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710 生物学 Biology 生命科学  Life Sciences 生物科学 Biological Sciences 

711 系 科学 Systems Sciences 理学  
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903 源与 境 Agricultural Resources and 
Environment 

生命科学  Life Sciences 农学与林学 Agricultural and 
Forestry 

904 植物保  Plant protection 生命科学  Life Sciences 农学与林学 Agricultural and 
Forestry 

905 畜牧学 Animal husbandry 生命科学  Life Sciences 农学与林学, 

兽医学 

Agricultural and 
Forestry



 China Subject Ratings 2023 methodology | Times Higher Education (THE) 

  

16 
 

Metric Weights and Minimum number of academic papers required for each subject 
 
 

Subject Min 
Papers 

c1 e1 i1 i2 i3 r1 r2 r5 t1 t2 t5 

0101 30 20.0% 4.4% 4.4% 4.4% 4.4% 20.0% 6.7% 6.5% 19.0% 6.7% 3.4% 

0201 100 25.0% 2.9% 3.4% 3.4% 3.4% 22.0% 5.6% 5.6% 23.0% 3.8% 1.8% 

0202 30 20.0% 2.4% 2.9% 2.9% 2.9% 28.0% 4.7% 4.7% 27.0% 3.1% 1.5% 

0302 30 22.5% 3.4% 3.4% 3.4% 3.4% 22.0% 6.6% 6.6% 22.0% 4.5% 2.2% 

0303 100 25.0% 3.6% 3.6% 3.6% 3.6% 21.0% 6.9% 6.8% 19.0% 4.7% 2.3% 

0401 100 29.7% 1.4% 1.4% 1.4% 1.4% 27.7% 2.8% 2.8% 27.7% 2.6% 1.2% 

0402 100 35.0% 1.7% 1.7% 1.7% 1.7% 26.0% 2.7% 2.8% 24.0% 1.9% 1.0% 

0403 30 20.0% 4.1% 4.1% 4.1% 4.1% 19.0% 8.0% 7.9% 18.0% 7.3% 3.5% 

0502 30 22.5% 3.2% 3.2% 3.2% 3.2% 24.0% 
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0822 30 17.5% 8.4% 4.2% 4.2% 4.2% 20.0% 7.5% 7.4% 19.0% 5.0% 2.5% 

0823 30 17.5% 4.7% 2.4% 2.4% 2.4% 29.0% 4.2% 4.2% 29.0% 2.8% 1.4% 

0824 30 15.0% 7.3% 3.6% 3.6% 3.6% 24.0% 6.6% 6.7% 23.0% 4.4% 2.2% 

0825 30 20.0%  
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I1 
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农林经济管理 30 17.5% 2.8% 2.8% 2.8% 2.8% 28.0% 5.4% 5.5% 27.0% 3.7% 1.8%


